
Turin, June 2018 



The Società degli Ingegneri e degli Architetti di Torino,  

or SIAT, ranks among the oldest Italian associations 

still active today.  



Back in 1864 a group of professional 

engineers and architects, together with 

professors of the Regia Scuola di 

Applicazione per gli Ingegneri di Torino 

(founded in 1859) and army officers 

conceived the idea of setting up an 

association for debating and spreading 

“notions useful for practicing the arts of 

mechanics, building, commerce and 

industry”. 



In 1906, the Regia Scuola di Applicazione 

per gli Ingegneri merged with the Regio 

Museo Industriale di Torino giving rise to 

the Regio Politecnico di Torino, with the 

goal of training engineers and architects 

and fostering study and activities that 

would advance the country’s industrial 

and commercial progress. 



The second half of the 19th century  

saw the city embark on actions  

to further its transformation into an 

industrial centre. Technical training schools 

and poles of research were established, 

and university courses were refounded. 



In line with this spirit, in 1866, the 

Società degli Ingegneri e degli 

Industriali was founded. In 1886, with 

the reform of the Statute and the 

growing presence of architects, it took 

on its current name: the Società degli 

Ingegneri e degli Architetti. 

Remaining faithful to its mission, it has 

always focused on current technical 

and professional trends, often 

anticipating crucial themes in these 

spheres. 
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SIAT is applauded for playing an active role in 

the debate about urban planning and 

construction: it has influenced important 

decisions (such as the cutting of Via Pietro 

Micca), promoted competitions, 

 and brought essential themes in the post-war 

debate into the limelight. For example, 

 with the exhibition Mostra di architettura 

piemontese 1944–1954 and a monographic 

number of Atti & Rassegna Tecnica, the 

Society’s official journal, devoted to it.  



A&RT, founded in 1867, 

publishes articles about cutting-edge 

issues in scientific and technical  

fields and analyses the great  

territorial transformations: 

the Town Plans,  

the digital city,  

the metropolitan city,  

the XX Winter Olympic Games, 

the high-speed railway.  

A&RT is on-line  

since December 2017. 



Through many unforgettable pages, 

articles and the monographic numbers 

of its journal, SIAT has successfully 

become an archive of the history of 

the city, and of the great works and 

thought of its professionals. 



With the volumes on the cartography of 

Turin and Piedmont and the first 

digitalisations of the A&RT journal, SIAT 

has contributed to organising and 

making available documents, texts and 

monographs. Beni culturali ambientali 

nel Comune di Torino, edited by the 

Dipartimento Casa-Città and published 

by SIAT in 1984, forms the basis of the 

city’s current Town Plan.  



Among exhibitions to mention, as well 

as the one cited previously, are: 

Architettura degli anni '80 in Piemonte, 

Vuoto a colmare and Torino Design, 

which, in 1995, played a pioneering 

role with regards to what  

was realised later. 



Visits to building sites, study trips and 

the guidebook in Italian and English –

Architettour, 26 Architectural Walks in 

Turin – are conceived and actualised by 

the Society with the aim of increasing the 

knowledge of buildings and construction 

processes, allowing comparison between 

them, and making the architectural 

heritage known, a central focus  

of SIAT from the very start.  



In 2015, the guidebook was updated  

and the third edition was brought out in 

 a digital format: the APP Architettour.  

SIAT chose to make this  

cultural heritage freely available 

to everyone:  

just download the app from 

Apple Store or Google Play.  



Mention must also be made of its refresher 

and training courses held well before  

any programmes of COREP and 

 the recent introduction of the law making 

them compulsory for professionals. 

One for all: La progettazione assistita dal 

calcolatore (CAD) nell’industria delle 

costruzioni, in 1984. 



Today, alongside engineers, 

architects, urban planners, 

conservators, landscape 

designers, designers and 

geologists, SIAT also 

welcomes into the association 

the “Friends of SIAT”. 

siat.torino.it 

art.siat.torino.it 
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